
The Romans of Fane Road

Community Excavation Open Days
Organisation:  There will be FOUR OPEN DAYS with a range of different activities taking
place including site tours, the involvement of re-enactors and activities for the whole family.
Toilets including those suitable for disabled visitors will be provided.

Feedback: There will be both a ‘comment board’ based on the Soke of Peterborough as well
as a visitor’s book. Visitors may also be asked to complete a simple ‘tick box’ questionnaire.

Open Day One: Saturday 24th May

The day would be made up of guided tours at set times throughout the day and an opportunity
for visitors to just watch the excavation in progress from behind set viewing areas. There would
be an unstaffed exhibition of the recent excavations (Itter Crescent and October 2012 at Fane
Road. It will also be an ideal opportunity to recruit more volunteers for the forthcoming week.
NO re-enactors at this event.

Pottery session:  Jon Cane will build a kiln on the site a week before and will have prepared a
range of different pots and ‘slips’ for visitors to view. Visitors will be able to choose a pot and a
slip.  Jon will then show them how to apply the slip to the pot which will be stored ready for
firing on Open Day 2 (i.e. 31st May).

Site tours: 11am, 11.45, Noon, 12.30pm, 1.15pm, 2pm, 2.45 (A minimum of 7 tours).

Times: 10.00am - Event opens     4pm - Event closes.  The site is clear and secure by 5.30pm.

Each tour would last at least 40 minutes. The content for each tour would be the same as
mentioned below. Maximum numbers per tour will be limited to 15 due to the nature of the site.

Open Days Two & Three: Saturday 31st May & Sunday 1st June

Besides the above tours and exhibition there would be a range of different activities and
handling opportunities for all ages. There will be re-enactors and the firing of a kiln. It is hoped
that the Open Day on Saturday 31st May would be opened by a local dignitary (at 11.30am)
and then followed by a parade of young people dressed up as Roman or Celts.  There would
then follow a competition for the ‘Best dressed Celt or Roman’.

Times: 10.30am - Event opens     4pm - Event closes

Site tours: These would be at 11am, 11.45am, 12.30pm, 1.30pm, 2.15pm, 3pm (6 tours).

ONLY on Saturday 31st May: A Roman / Celt dressing up competition (3 judges [A re-enactor
volunteer & OA East staff member). Best dressed Roman (male & female), Best dressed Celt
(male & female).  Prizes for all. 1st prizes will be a small Roman replica pot.

Open Day Four: Saturday June 7th

This will be just a viewing day with guided tours.  There would be no re-enactors or activities.

Site tours: 11am, 11.30, Noon, 12.30pm, 1pm, 2pm, (6 tours)

Times: 10.00am - Event opens     4pm - Event closes.  The site is clear and secure by 5.30pm.

Finds identification: The Finds Liaisons Officer will be in attendance from 11am-1.30 pm and
the 2pm - 4pm.



The basic programme for the Open Days

1. Excavation in progress: There will be an opportunity for members of the general public to
see Volunteers and OA East staff working. Members of the general public will be able sign up
to volunteer before the end of the Community Excavation (spaces permitting).

2. Exhibition: An exhibition in a marquee on the site will include display boards and display
cases showing a range of artefacts that have been found during the Community Excavation
and from the Itter Crescent site.

3. Slide show: There could also include a looped PPT presentation (Subject to an electricity
supply) in the visitor’s area of the excavation with examples of what has been found.

4. General activities: Include the following: ‘Dig box’ excavations, Mosaic pattern making,
Pottery reconstruction, Jigsaws, Pot making, ‘Odd object quiz’, Handling opportunities of ‘old’
bones and animal teeth plus a range of different types of pottery from different periods and a
range of replica items. Plus an artefact competition, pottery reconstruction, dig boxes, time line
quiz, word searches, colouring-in sheets, making a roundhouse model & quernstone display.

5. Have a go activities: Finds processing - Visitors will be able to wash finds from the site
under the supervision of an experienced volunteer.

6. Talks and demonstrations by Roman re-enactors at set times during the day.

7. Leaflets: There will be a range of leaflets from different organisations including - Vivacity
(All their museums – City Museum, Flag Fen, etc,), Historic Environment Record office,
Portable Antiquaries Scheme, English Heritage, West Stow and other archaeology sites. It is
also anticipated that local heritage organisations may wish to have a stand.

8. Roman pottery session: Pre-made pots chosen by individuals at the Project Launch or at
the first Open Day (24th May) will be coated in a coloured ‘slip’ on the Saturday 31st May.  Small
pots can also be made.  Then on Sunday 1st June all the pots will be fired. They will take 8
hours to be fired.  The pots will be collected after 3.30pm. The kiln will be made on May 29th /
30th by the potter and volunteer help.

For more information: Contact David Crawford-White by email on david.crawford-white@ox-
fordarch.co.uk


