Oxford Archaeology East
Educational activities
Introduction
Oxford Archaeology East (OA East) was formerly the Archaeological Field
Unit of Cambridgeshire County Council and has been working in education
and outreach since the 1980s. Maintaining a strong working relationship
with Cambridgeshire County Council, OA East has considerable experience
of delivering a wide range of educational activities to schools, colleges and
the general public in Cambridgeshire. We also provide activities as part of
'Family Learning Week' and support a programme of activities for those
returning to work.
We use a variety of different teaching methods and can supply a wide
range of resources. These include:
● ‘Resource boxes’ and ‘Activities’ for teachers.
● ‘Teaching sessions’ led by an archaeologist.
● Guided walks around some of the county’s monuments.
● Other services including group discussion and test pit excavations
You are encouraged to come and view the resources prior to use. To
arrange a viewing or to discuss your requirements, please contact our
Outreach Officer.

For more information contact:
Clemency Cooper
Community Archaeology Manager
Direct: +44 (0)1223 850 515
Mobile: +44 (0)7584 501579
community@oxfordarch.co.uk

Resource Boxes
OA East has resource boxes covering various themes. The boxes contain
replica and original artefacts, offering a great deal of potential for use in
teaching. The boxes also include useful books and other archaeological
information.
The resource boxes can supplement National Curriculum Key Stage 2
teaching programmes and can complement a broad range of disciplines
such as Art & Design, History, Literacy, Maths and Science.

Roman Resource Material
A large range of material which includes original and replica artefacts
(pottery and coins), books and videos.

Roman Pottery
Two boxes of Roman pottery, totalling 70 sherds, that can be handled.

Anglo-Saxon & Devil’s Dyke Resource Materials
An extensive range of teaching resources about the Saxons and Devil’s
Dyke. Includes information, lesson plans, original and replica artefacts
and Saxon style clothing.

Medieval Resource Material
A range of replica medieval artefacts including coins, pottery and floor tile,
a writing set and medieval peasant style clothes.

‘Old’ Animal Bones
A selection of ‘old’ animal bones and teeth including cow and horse bones.
There are several skulls and a range of animal teeth. All have come from
the spoil heaps of archaeological sites.

Pottery Reconstruction
A number of different pots/jugs that can be re-constructed like a jigsaw.

Mosaics
Three different mosaic sets (glass, ceramic and original tesserae) that can
be used when discussing the mosaics made by the Romans.

Activities and Teaching Sessions
The following examples of activities and sessions are regularly delivered
by OA East to groups of up to 30 children/adults. If you would like these
activities to be delivered to your group by an archaeologist, we can tailor
make a session to suit your requirements. In the past we have run sessions
that have lasted from 1 hour up to 2 days.
However, the resources used for these sessions can also be hired by
teachers to deliver to pupils themselves without the assistance of an
archaeologist.

Activity 1 - An introduction to archaeology and the
archaeological timeline
A whole class or group activity based on the archaeological time periods
used by archaeologists that allows pupils to handle replica and original
artefacts. Using archaeological equipment, artefacts and a ‘stratigraphy
board’ archaeology is introduced to the class/group in an informal and
educational way.

Activity 2 - Pottery through the ages
After an introduction to pottery styles through time with the whole class,
small groups can then reconstruct replica pots. This 3D exercise is good
for teamwork and provides an excellent opportunity to talk about pottery
techniques from the past. A set of notes and pictures are also available for
use by pupils.

Activity 3 - Making and designing pottery from the past
A brief history of pottery and early man moves on to a practical session of
making simple thumb-and-coil pots. Methods of firing pots are discussed
and pottery styles from different periods are introduced using replicas.
Pupils can then decorate their own pots using patterns and tools similar to
those used from the Stone Age to the medieval period. Please note that
clay is not provided for this activity.

Activity 4 - Excavating the past and present
After an introduction to archaeological techniques pupils use trowels
to excavate in ‘soil’ (recycled rubber) for a range of original and replica
artefacts. There are written details about the artefacts to read, as well
as some modern artefacts which can then be used to learn about
decomposition and recycling.

Activities and Teaching Sessions (continued)
Activity 5 - Comparing Roman and modern kitchens
This session uses illustrations to look at the differences between a Roman
and modern kitchen. Using photographs of real artefacts, pupils can use
discussion to compare and contrast a range of utensils, cooking pots and
storage containers. This activity session also includes a team game on
matching pictures. This is a small group activity with opportunity for class
discussion.

Activity 6 - Identifying Roman kitchen and table artefacts
After an introduction to the range of artefacts made by the Romans,
the class works in small groups to identify a number of replicas. Notes
and photographs on each artefact are provided. This session provides
an opportunity for group and class discussions and ends with the class
handling a range of display artefacts.

Activity 7 - Stocking your kitchen through time
This activity looks at the range of food eaten by humans during different
time periods. Using a laminated ‘plate’ for each of seven times periods
pupils work out whether food (laminated picture cards) was foraged,
hunted, farmed, processed or imported. This activity will allow pupils to
discuss the eating habits of the past and compare them to those of our
modern lifestyles.

Activity 8 - Grave goods and decomposition
A range of new words is introduced to the class concerning the
decomposition of materials and burials. Pupils can think about what
archaeologists might find in Roman burials and what future archaeologists
might find if they were to discover modern burials. Two pupils dress as
Romans and are compared with two pupils in ‘modern’ dress. Working
in groups, the class then decides what the clothes and accessories are
made of and how they might decompose. Discussion will consider how
items were recycled in the past compared with today. Besides examples
of recycled objects there are additional activities which can be included in
this session e.g. the ‘Recycling Ludo’ game.

Activity 9 - An introduction to death and burial
The session begins with an introduction to archaeology including what
archaeologists find and the different time periods that they use. The
first part of the session is similar to Activity 1 and also includes a basic
‘hands on’ introduction to animal bones and what they tell us about past
communities and animal husbandry. The second part of the session
includes a presentation on burials through the ages, which leads on to
a short group activity on what archaeologists find with burials. The class/
group will then have an opportunity to view a real skeleton and learn about
their importance to how archaeologists learn about life in the past.

Guided Walks
In partnership with Cambridgeshire County Council, OA East can provide
free guided tours to any of the following archaeological sites which are
to be found on the County Farms Estate. The tours last approximately
1.5 hours and include details of the site's history, its importance in the
landscape, a look at the physical remains today as well as on-site activities.
To date, guided tours have included primary and secondary school pupils,
university students and older adults ranging in group size from 15 to 50
people.
The monuments that can be visited include:
● Cambridge Castle - Iron Age settlement, Roman town, medieval
castle, Civil War fort and Victorian gaol.
● Car Dyke - A Roman canal close to Waterbeach.
● Devils Dyke - The largest Anglo-Saxon defensive dyke in Britain.
● Giants Hills, Rampton - medieval Anarchy Castle.
● Stonea Camp - Iron Age Iceni fort and a Roman town.
● Worts Meadow, Landbeach - A shruken medieval village and
moated manor.
Other guided tours undertaken by archaeological staff with different
groups have included: Wandlebury Hillfort (Iron Age) and the adjacent
Roman road (Worsted Street), Bartlow Hills (a group of Roman barrows
near Linton), Fleam Dyke and Mutlow Hill, Burwell Castle (medieval) and
Clopton (a deserted medieval village).

Other Services/Activities Available
The range of activities and resources described here is by no means
exhaustive. Young people have also been involved in the following range
of activities:
● Test pit excavations in school and village gardens.
● Field walking and looking for artefacts.
● Finds processing on site.
● Debates on the reburial of human skeletal remains.
● Making clay round houses and medieval tiles.
● Visiting early landscapes.
● A drama session based on an Anglo-Saxon bed burial.
We also attend a range of open public events throughout Cambridgeshire
that include 'hands on' activities for all the family including the County
Show, Great Gransden Show, Reach Fayre and the Blossoms & Bygones
Fayre, Haddenham.
OA East also have an extensive range of artefacts from the Roman, AngloSaxon and medieval periods that can be borrowed for a small fee and
used for a range of different activities ranging from Art, Drama, English,
Geography, History and Science.
See our web site for more details:
https://oxfordarchaeology.com/community-training

General Information
All resources are supplied in one or more red plastic boxes which come
in two sizes: large (30cm high, 31cm wide & 43cm deep) and small (16cm
high, 31cm wide & 43cm deep). The number of each size box in each set
is identified in the table on the ‘charges’ page. The weight of each box,
clearly labelled on the box and the lid, varies from 4-10kg.
A list of the contents of each box is found on the underside of each lid and
on a separate laminated sheet in each box. Please check the contents
of each box to ensure everything is present both before and after your
session. If any item is damaged or missing please contact the Community
Archaeology Manager (01223 850515) as soon as possible. All items should
be handled with care, re-wrapped and returned to their original containers
after use. You may have to pay for any lost or damaged items, and please
bear in mind that some items are irreplaceable.
In Box 1 of each set of resources for ‘activities and teaching sessions’
there is a folder containing all relevant paperwork related to the primary
activity. This includes a list of contents and a teacher information sheet
detailing the following;
● Activity name
● Aim of activity
● Group size
● Activity duration
● Health & Safety
● Resources in the pack

● Things you will have to provide
● How to (instructions)
● Discussion points
● Homework
● Further Information

Boxes are collected from and returned to Oxford Archaeology East, Unit
15, Trafalgar Way, Bar Hill, Cambridgeshire, CB23 8SQ.

Health and Safety Warning
Some of the boxes are heavy and we therefore suggest that children do
not lift or carry them.
Please check each red box prior to use and remove any item that you feel
is inappropriate. Some items may have been damaged in transit and have
sharp edges.
OA East is not responsible for the content of any of the websites mentioned
in the resource sets.

Charges
Resource Boxes
There is a set fee per week for hiring each set, the prices of which are laid
out in the table bellow. Prices are per week (there is no reduction in hire
fees for loans of less than a week).
Payment is usually due by cheque, payable to ‘Oxford Archaeological Unit
Ltd.’ upon collection. Please contact the Outreach Officer to discuss other
payment options.
Resource Title

Number of Boxes

Cost Per Week

Roman Resource Material

5 (2 x Large, 3 x Small)

£25

Roman Pottery

2 (Small)

£10

Anglo-Saxon & Devil’s Dyke
Resource Material

6 (3 x Large, 3 x Small)

£25

Medieval Resource Material

4 (3 x Large, 1 x Small)

£25

‘Old’ Animal Bones

6 (Small)

£25

Pottery Reconstruction

1 (Small)

£10

Mosaics

1 (Large)

£10

Activities and Teaching Sessions - as led by an archaeologist
Guided walks are provided free of charge, but for all for all other activities
there is a charge. As sessions are tailor made the cost depends on the
activity. Prices can range from £150 - £250 per half day or £350 - £500
for a full day. This depends on the number of staff involved and the
activities being undertaken e.g. test pit excavations will involve several
archaeological staff and post-excavation time.
OA East staff have a wealth of experience in supporting schools and other
organisations in applying for grant aid and developing partnership projects.
We are very keen to provide new opportunities for school children and
community groups.
Activities and Teaching Sessions - independent use of resources
Arrangements for duration of hire and payment are the same as for the
Resource Boxes (above)
Some of the resources for these activities have been developed in
conjunction with Huntingdonshire District Council. As such, those based
in Huntingdonshire can borrow sets 1, 2, 4, 6 and 8 with a discount of £5.
Activity Number
1

Number of Boxes

Cost Per Week

2 (Large)

£15

2

4 (3 x Large, 1 x Small)

£20

3

2 (Large)

£10

4

2 (1 x Large, 1 x Small) plus
up to 10 ‘dig boxes’ (Small)

£20

5

1 (Large)

£10

6

3 (Large)

£20

7

1 (Large)

£10

8

4 (Large)

£20

How to Book
You can phone (01223) 850 500 during office hours (8am-5pm) and ask
for the Community Archaeology Manager. Alternatively you can e-mail:
community@oxfordarch.co.uk
You will need to know the dates of when you wish to collect and return the
sets. They can be borrowed for up to 10 working days (2 weeks) beginning
on a Monday. You are advised to have alternative dates ready in case your
required resource set is not available on your preferred dates. You may
book up to 3 resource sets at a time, subject to availability.
We will need to know the following information:
● Your name
● Your school/organisation name
● Your school/organisation telephone number
● Your school/organisation e-mail address (booking confirmation will
be sent to this address)
● The activity or activities you want to borrow
● Number of weeks you require the resources (maximum of 2 weeks)
● Proposed date and time of collection plus alternatives
● Proposed date and time of return plus alternatives
● Any other relevant information
Once the Community Archaeology Manager has checked the request, you will
receive confirmation by e-mail or phone.
If for any reason the collection or return time has to be changed, please
give as much notice as possible.
Once the organisation has collected the resource set/s then it is responsible
for all the boxes and their contents until they are returned. Activity boxes
can be collected from OA East any time between 8am-5pm Monday to
Friday, except Bank Holidays. Collection of resources may be possible
outside these times depending upon staff availability at OA East.

