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The Unit was staffed by a team of highly talented
and dedicated young professionals who conducted
pioneering and innovative surveys and excavation,
leading to publication. Some of the original
team continued to make their careers in Oxford,
while others went on to hold distinguished posts
HOVHZKHUH7KH8QLWZDVKLJKO\ÁH[LEOHLQWKHZD\
it adjusted to changing conditions. It expanded
outside the county (hence the later change in name
to the Oxford Archaeological Unit), it became
a limited liability company, it adjusted to new
funding streams, and it embraced new methods
and technologies.
At heart however the Unit’s purpose remained the promotion of archaeological
research, carried out to the highest standards and widely disseminated, through
SXEOLFDWLRQDQGWHDFKLQJDOOIRUWKHEHQHÀWRIWKHSXEOLF
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Investigating landscapes rather than individual sites was always
a central aim of the organisation and the extent of gravel extraction
in the region meant that large areas could be examined, especially
by the standards of the time. Good relations with local gravel
companies like Amey Roadstone Construction (now Hanson UK)
and Smiths of Bletchington facilitated this work.

A copper-alloy barrel lock
casing from Dorchesteron-Thames depicting the
double face of the Roman
god Janus. This formed
the basis for the Unit’s
original logo and is now
incorporated into the OA
South design

The inclusion in the team of
environmental archaeologists also
played an important part in
developing this approach. Martin
Jones, Mark Robinson and Bob Wilson,
for example, were all employed by
OAU in the early days, working on
plant remains, animal bones, insects
and other botanical evidence.
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Activity in the Stanton Harcourt
area is attested from the early
Neolithic, and in the later
Neolithic (2900-2600 BC) a major
henge monument, the Devil’s
Quoits, was constructed on the
gravel terrace above the river
Thames. Barrows were built in
the vicinity in the Bronze Age,
and this sacred space became
common pasture in the Iron
Age, with settlements organised
DURXQG LWV OLPLWV $UDEOH ÀHOGV
lay between the settlements and
the edge of the terrace.
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Barton Court Farm (below) was
one of the earliest studies of a
Romano-British villa economy,
focusing not just on the building
and the artefacts from it, but on
the evidence of farming practices
from the site and its surrounding
\DUGVDQGÀHOGV

SMR
2425

The late Iron Age and Roman
VHWWOHPHQWDQGÀHOGSDWWHUQUHYHDOHG
to the west of Lechlade
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by David Miles

It had never been OAU’s strategy to
limit itself to working simply within
Oxfordshire and this issue really exploded
in the later 1980s with important changes
to planning policies. In Berkshire, Paul
Chadwick arrived as the new county
archaeologist from North Yorkshire
where they had been pioneering a new
approach: developers were being asked
to carry out site investigations in advance
of planning permission.

Aerial view of a middle Iron Age hexagonal
enclosure at Preston on the A419 Swindon to
Gloucester road improvement scheme, an early
example of work undertaken under PPG16

At the time Berkshire was a hot-bed
of development, archaeology was just
another development cost and there was
little resistance to these reforms. Berkshire
became an archaeological Klondike,
with loads of work in a county that had
previously seen relatively little…..
Ultimately English Heritage, partly
stimulated by the Rose Theatre debacle,
put forward PPG16, which made such an
approach more or less standard.

Reconstruction of settlement at
Reading Business Park
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It always seemed obvious to me that
LI DUFKDHRORJ\ ZDV WR EHQH¿W IURP D
massive increase of funding from private
developers, then these developers would
insist on choosing archaeologists in the
same way that they selected architects
and engineers.
In this new world, we made the strategic
decision not to compete with the cheapest
companies, but to tackle the largest projects
where reliability and quality were the
main requirements. This led to a series of
projects which included some fantastic and
innovative archaeology – road schemes,
such as the A419 across the Cotswolds
(opposite), the Eton Rowing Lake at Dorney
(below), Dover Heritage Centre and the
Channel Tunnel Rail Link (CTRL).

The Neolithic house at White Horse Stone (top)
and Thurnham Roman villa (below), excavated
as part of the CTRL scheme
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Excavations in advance of Terminal 5, Heathrow,
ZHUH 2$¶V ¿UVW IRUD\ LQWR SDUWQHUVKLS ZRUNLQJ 7KLV
joint venture with Wessex Archaeology, known as
Framework Archaeology, was, writes David Jennings
(then CEO), ‘RQHRIWKH¿UVWH[DPSOHVRIWKLVIRUPRI
collaboration in UK archaeology…. In addition, the
intellectual and methodological developments of this
initiative still resonate in major projects like CNDR
and East Kent Access Road. A brilliant, thoughtful
and challenging project team, great archaeology and
it won a national prize!’ Terminal 5 was the British
Excavating at Terminal 5, Heathrow
Archaeological Award’s Best Archaeological Project of
2008. Partnering has been at the core of OA’s strategy ever since, and includes collaboration with PreConstruct Archaeology at Ipswich Stoke Quay and Thameslink, and with Ramboll on Crossrail.
Stoke Quay, Ipswich: The site lay on south bank of the River
Orwell, near to a ford or ferry crossing to the heart of the Saxon
and medieval town. It included part of the medieval cemetery of
the church of St Augustine and an earlier Saxon cemetery. There
was also evidence of potting, including an Ipswich Ware kiln.
Excavating burials and a pottery kiln at
Ipswich (left and centre) and the whole
site close to the River Orwell (right)
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Thameslink: Archaeological remains
have been found at considerable depth,
ZLWKLQ KLJKO\ FRQ¿QHG VSDFHV DQG
with challenging access and site share
issues. Discoveries include important
remains of a Roman bath house
beneath the main road approaching
London Bridge, evidence for the
original Saxon defences of Southwark
(the ‘south work’) and a large postmedieval cemetery.

Excavating the site of a Roman
bath house in Southwark

Crossrail: One of the largest and most complex infrastructure projects in the world. Crossrail,
will deliver a major new railway running west to east through central London.

Crossrail under excavation (left)
and re-laying a buried wooden sett
carriageway outside the Hilton Hotel
(above; photo: Andy Shelley)
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On 1st November 2001, the former Lancaster University
Archaeological Unit (LUAU), together with its staff, became
WKH QRUWKHUQ RIÀFHRI 2[IRUG$UFKDHRORJ\ WUDGLQJ DV2[IRUG
Archaeology North. This followed a decision that the needs
of a professional archaeological unit could no longer be best
served by its continuance within the university. This transfer
created a truly national organisation, with projects from Kent
to Scotland as well as Wales and Ireland too.

The OA North regional office
logo and the ninth-century
stone cross shaft from Dacre,
Cumbria that inspired it

LUAU was widely respected as a highly professional
archaeological organisation. Oxford Archaeology North went on
to take the lead in all archaeological projects carried out by the
organisation throughout the north of England. These continued
the wide range of work undertaken in the past, from desk-based
assessments, through evaluation and rapid surveys of both the
landscape and the built and industrial environments, to major
excavations; particular specialisations are upland survey and
the excavation and recording of standing industrial remains.

Since the merger, OA North has worked on a great number of important sites across Northern
England, and brought most of them to publication. These have included infrastructure
projects on the A1(M), A66, Asselby to Pannal and West East Link Main pipelines, which
revealed a great deal about the landscapes of northern England, particularly of the
prehistoric and Roman periods, and the Carlisle North Development Route (CNDR) with
its amazing waterlogged prehistoric remains and lithic assemblage.
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OA North has also worked extensively on cemeteries and burials across northern
England, from the viking cemetery at Cumwhitton, through medieval and post-medieval
graveyards, to excavations at Furness Abbey where a high-ranking clergyman, possibly an
DEERWRUELVKRSZDVLGHQWLÀHG$VWKH1RUWKZDVWKHFUDGOHRIWKHLQGXVWULDOUHYROXWLRQ
the investigation of everything from factories and mills, to mining and workers’ housing,
forms an important part of our work. Increasingly, we are working with local communities
to investigate their heritage. Recently this has included Roman sites at Maryport and
Middlewich, the multi-period landscape in the National Trust estate at Sizergh Castle,
and the industrial heritage of Bolton and Manchester.
“Analysis and publication are an important part of our work, including post excavation projects
OHIWXQÀQLVKHGE\RWKHURUJDQLVDWLRQV$VZHOODVMRXUQDODUWLFOHVWKH/DQFDVWHU,PSULQWVVHULHV
has gone from strength to strength, now numbering 21 volumes and counting,” says Rachel
Newman. Notable publications are the seven volume North West Wetlands series, the
two volume report on the major millennium excavations in the Roman forts at Carlisle,
the extensive Lake District National Park upland survey, Norton Priory, and Murray’s
0LOOV LQ 0DQFKHVWHU 2$ 1RUWK DOVR SURGXFHV D ODUJH QXPEHU RI SDQHOV OHDÁHWV DQG
popular booklets each year, and instigated the Greater Manchester Past Revealed series.
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7KH ÀUVW VWHSV “Thanks to EU regulations, environmental
DVVHVVPHQWVEHFDPHDQHZDFWLYLW\DQGWRRNXVDVIDUDÀHOGDV
*UHHFH DQG 0RQWVHUUDW LQ WKH :HVW ,QGLHV RXU ÀUVW DQG RQO\
project to be terminated by a volcanic eruption)”, says David
Miles. As a result of our work in buildings archaeology,
especially during the Channel Tunnel Rail Link project
and with Historic Royal Palaces, in 1996 OA won the
French contract to excavate and record the Chateau de
Mayenne (right). This was a technically and diplomatically
challenging project, requiring a great deal of skill, not
OHDVWEHFDXVHWKHSLOODUVRIWKHJURXQGÁRRUYDXOWLQJZHUH
removed during excavation of the undercroft.
Zeugma: “This project developed from a phone call one Saturday evening.” says David
Jennings, “Nine days later I was standing on the shores of the river Euphrates with Bob
:LOOLDPVDQG5RE(DUO\ZLWKLQGD\VDQDGYDQFHGÀHOGWHDPZHUHRQWKHJURXQGDQGZLWKLQ
a month a team of 50 archaeologists were on site. Working in temperatures in excess of 40oC,
a multinational team led by OA uncovered wonderful Hellenistic and Roman archaeology,
including some phenomenal mosaics.”
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Some of the amazing mosaics that
were uncovered at Zeugma.

)UDQFH: During our time in France, OA undertook and
completed reports on more than 30 important and fascinating
projects, for example Berre L’Etang, St Brieuc, and La Glacerie.
At the height of activity, OA Méditerranée was operating from
Mauguio, Montpellier and OA Grand Ouest from Caen. The
recession then intervened and it proved impossible to compete
with other organisations. Nevertheless, we have left a legacy
organisation, Chronoterre, that still employs a team of around 30
French and British archaeologists in the Montpellier area.
The remains of one of the wooden huts
occupied by German prisoners of war
in 1944-5 at La Glacerie, Normandy

A Roman stone causeway
across the ditch of an Iron Age
enclosure, St Brieuc

David Jennings in Xi’an, China, at the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding
to establish a conservation and interpretation project at the Daming Palace

&KLQD David Jennings writes that China provides, ‘VLJQLÀFDQWKHULWDJHLVVXHVZLWKKXJH
potential to assist with the protection and enjoyment of archaeology of global importance,
while the ancient and contemporary culture is stunningly rich and challenges many of your
preconceptions. On a professional and organisational level, it also shows the long reach that OA
FDQDWWDLQEXLOGLQJRYHUWKHYHU\ORQJWHUPRQ'DYLG0LOHV·ÀUVWLQWHUQDWLRQDOSURMHFWVLQWKH
early 1990s.’
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OA East came into existence in 2008 when Cambridgeshire
County Council’s Field Unit, CAMARC, joined with
Oxford Archaeology to provide its third UK regional
centre. CAMARC itself was a recently revised name for an
organisation that had been given a variety of titles over more
than 20 years of existence. Its lineage started in the early 1980s
with MSC-funded Community Programme projects, and it
continued to carry out developer-funded work in the mid
80s as ‘the Archaeological Field Unit’. Besides developmentled work, it combined a fertile mix of community- based
and interpretative programmes, alongside archaeological
resource management work, particularly the management
and recording of remains in arable landscapes.
7KH2$(DVWUHJLRQDORI¿FH
logo and the Anglo-Saxon gilt
copper-alloy disc brooch, set with
garnet and glass, from Edix Hill,
Barrington, which inspired it

An early outcome of this work was the 1990 monograph, The
Archaeology of the Cambridgeshire County Farms Estate, resulting
in management plans for a great number of monuments,
notably Stonea Camp, where England’s lowest hillfort was
removed from more than 40 years of damaging arable cultivation.

Despite the growing importance of its commercial work, Cambridgeshire County Council
still retained the Unit to deliver funded Outreach programmes. This included maintaining
its own reconstructed Iron Age farmstead for several years, and running training excavations
with bodies such as the CBA and Madingley Hall (University of Cambridge).
By 2002, the Unit was increasingly working across
other parts of the Eastern Region, and it was perhaps
inevitable that CAMARC should eventually move
out of the Local Authority sector. “The strong public
archaeology and research ethos that had governed
so much of our work in previous years made Oxford
Archaeology, as an Educational Charity, an obvious
partner,” Paul Spoerry said.
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Prof. Chris Gosden (Chairman of Trustees),
Paul Spoerry and David Jennings in 2008

OA East continues to deliver major programmes for infrastructure projects
and for smaller-scale, yet often no less interesting developments, in both
rural and urban areas. We publish work through East Anglian Archaeology
and the OA Monograph series, and our staff regularly author academic
papers for a variety of periodicals.
Our large rural landscape projects have, for example, recently revealed
FRPSOH[PLGGOH%URQ]H$JH¿HOGV\VWHPVHQFORVXUHVDQGVHWWOHPHQWVDW
Clay Farm, Trumpington (right), and at Thorney Quarry in the Fenland
near Peterborough.
At OA East we pride ourselves on our reputation for
extensive and often ground-breaking Education and Outreach
programmes. Currently, these include the Cambridgeshire
JIGSAW project (left), delivered through support from the
Heritage Lottery Fund.

From Iron age roundhouse to a two-storey stone courtyard
villa (right), the exciting discoveries at Itter Crescent,
Peterborough have led from commercially-driven work,
to a community archaeology project.

Our display boards have been installed at
historic monuments and sites across the region,
and the creation of these often involves new
research. Detailed earthwork mapping (left)
for the display boards at Tilty Abbey, Essex,
commissioned by English Heritage, being a
good example.
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Today, Oxford Archaeology is one of the largest and longest-established independent
DUFKDHRORJ\DQGKHULWDJHSUDFWLFHVLQ(XURSHRSHUDWLQJIURPWKUHHSHUPDQHQWRIÀFHVLQ
Oxford, Lancaster and Cambridge, and working across the UK. We employ over 250 staff
ZKRXQGHUWDNHDZLGHUDQJHRIDFWLYLWLHVGLJJLQJDQGVXUYH\LQJLQWKHÀHOGEXLOGLQJV
recording, post-excavation analysis and publication, digital and traditional mapping and
illustration, project management and support services, and providing advice on heritage
management issues.

2XU ÀHOGZRUN UDQJHV IURP VPDOOVFDOH HYDOXDWLRQV DQG ZDWFKLQJ EULHIV WKURXJK
landscape surveys, to work on major infrastructure projects, and this is undertaken in a
wide range of environments across the country.
We look at everything from workers’ housing in Manchester to Buckingham Palace...
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... in rural, urban, and coastal environments.
We have a wide range of specialists in burials archaeology, the palaeoenvironment,
geoarchaeology and a large range of artefact types.

As an educational charity, we pride ourselves on the research value of our work and the
FRQWULEXWLRQWRNQRZOHGJHWKDWZHPDNHIRUWKHEHQHÀWRIWKHDUFKDHRORJLFDOFRPPXQLW\
and the general public. We place great emphasis on publishing our results, and we work
with community groups to inform and excite them about the historic environment in
which they live and the past beneath their feet.

Some examples of
our projects can
be found on the
following pages.
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Infrastructure projects have formed a major component of our work and continue to be
important. Sometimes these developments coincide with known archaeological sites, but
PDQ\ VLJQLÀFDQW GLVFRYHULHV KDYH EHHQ PDGH E\ FKDQFH 7KHVH VFKHPHV DOVR SURYLGH
exciting opportunities to examine large swathes of the countryside and, by exposing
landscapes that have not previously been thought promising, have challenged our
preconceptions of where and how people lived in the past.
$LUSRUWV Work on airports has included Terminal
5 at Heathrow and the expansion of Stansted,
both projects as Framework Archaeology with
Wessex Archaeology. Work on the Isle of Man
Airport in 2008 and 2009 revealed part of a
Bronze Age village (right) and the remains of an
early Mesolithic house.
5RDGV We have worked on numerous road schemes from Cumbria to Cornwall.
&DUOLVOH1RUWKHUQ'HYHORSPHQW5RXWHORRNLQJDFURVVWKHÀRRGSODLQRI
the River Eden towards Hadrian’s Wall, showing the site of an extensive
0HVROLWKLFÀLQWVFDWWHUDQGDQROGULYHUFKDQQHOFRQWDLQLQJZHOOSUHVHUYHG
branches, tree-trunks and wooden objects dating to the Neolithic

Nearly 6000 years of human activity was revealed along
the A2 near Gravesend in Kent. This included richlyfurnished cremation burials of the late Iron Age and early
Roman periods, probably successive
generations of a prominent local
family.
3LSHOLQHV Pipelines have provided
DOORXURIÀFHVZLWKWKHRSSRUWXQLW\WR
examine the wider landscape, recently
in Wasdale, Cumbria (left), and on
the Covenham to Boston pipeline,
Lincolnshire.
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5DLOZD\V Railways have provided some of our most important
and exciting challenges. High Speed 1 was one of the most
ambitious construction projects of recent times, linking the south
coast of Kent to London. Highlights on this scheme included a
Neolithic longhouse, an Iron Age settlement, two Roman villas,
a complete Roman cemetery and a Saxon watermill.
We have also undertaken work on the Jubilee Line extension for
London Underground, the West Coast Main Line, Crossrail and
Thameslink. The excavation along the route of a new tramline in
Montpellier in 2010 (left) enabled staff from OA Méditerranée to
examine structures and material of the Roman period, and traces
of a 13th-century suburb of the city.
3RUWV'RFNV&DQDOVDQG%ULGJHV:
At London Gateway, Oxford Archaeology provided advice to Dubai
3RUWV :RUOG RQ KHULWDJH DVSHFWV RI WKH 8.·V ÀUVW PDMRU GHHSVHD
container port. Mitigation works included the excavation of a nationallyimportant Roman salt-making site, and extensive geoarchaeological
survey to characterise deep sediments across the site.
In addition, Oxford Archaeology has been involved in many other schemes involving
the waterways around Britian. These range from the Bridges Monument Protection
Programme and survey work on the complex multiple phases of Rochdale Bridge
(below left), through to the Liverpool Canal Link and excavation for the Liverpool One
SURMHFWVLQFOXGLQJWKHXQFRYHULQJRI/LYHUSRROVÀUVWGRFN EXLOWLQ DQGGHVLJQLQJ
an exhibition centre (below right) inside the dock itself.
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Oxford Archaeology has a proud tradition of delivering high-quality, academicallyULJRURXV DQG VWLPXODWLQJ UHVHDUFK ,Q DGGLWLRQ WR UHVHDUFK RQ VLJQLÀFDQW GLVFRYHULHV
from our sites, we undertake stand-alone projects and major works of synthesis. This is
typically commissioned by publicly-funded bodies, such as English Heritage (EH) and
the Environment Agency.
/RVW /DQGVFDSHV RI WKH 3DODHROLWKLF: A major new study as part of EH’s National
Heritage Protection Plan to review and investigate the nature of Paleolithic landscapes,
their human occupation and variability across the country and over time, in order to
UDLVHDZDUHQHVVRIWKHVLJQLÀFDQFHRIWKH3DODHROLWKLFUHVRXUFH

7KDPHV7KURXJK7LPHThe Thames Through Time series provides an accessible and
up-to-date synthesis of the large quantity of archaeological data recovered in more than a
century of quarrying and other development on the gravel terraces of the River Thames
and its catchment.
+LQ[WRQ·V DQFLHQW EXULDOV Following excavations in
advance of the construction of the Hinxton Genome
Campus, we are working with the Wellcome Trust on
an ancient DNA project on burials from the site (below)
which will form part of a permanent display.
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5HVHDUFK )UDPHZRUNV Our aims are routinely guided by
UHVHDUFKIUDPHZRUNVDQGSURMHFWVSHFLÀFTXHVWLRQVWKDWHYROYH
in response to new discoveries and insights. OA co-ordinated
the Solent-Thames Research Framework, and our staff have
written chapters for and contributed to other framework
documents across the country, including the North West
Regional Research Framework.
OA has made major contributions to strategic and heritage
management studies. This includes a study of the impact of
cultivation practices on buried archaeological remains, an
investigation of the impact of peat removal and erosion on
lowland wetlands from Shropshire to the Scottish border and
a review to improve strategies for assessing the impact of
environmental change on the historic environment.
&260,& since 1999 OA has been working on a model to assess
what factors are involved in damage caused by cultivation
over Scheduled Monuments in order to establish how best this
could be managed.
&XFNPHUH+DYHQ7KH3DWKÀQGHU3URMHFWSURYLGHGLQIRUPDWLRQ
to enable the local community, the council, landowners and
other statutory bodies to identify a preferred approach for
the alternative future management of the Cuckmere Estuary
in light of the withdrawal of funding for the maintenance of
COSMIC
ÁRRGGHIHQFHV
Flagship
conservation
management
plans include
Knole, Kent for
the National
Trust

20

iêÀêmêêêêêêêê
Over the past four decades, Oxford Archaeology has been involved in some of the largest,
most challenging and rewarding excavations of burial sites across Britain and beyond. Its
dedicated burial archaeology department, one of the largest in the UK, is renowned for the
quality of its work and commitment to the highest professional, academic, commercial and
ethical standards.
A young woman with a square-headed brooch, saucer brooch,
beads and an ivory ring bag containing metal objects

(DUO\:RUN7KHWKWRWKFHQWXU\$QJOR6D[RQFHPHWHU\DW
:DOO\&RUQHU%HULQVÀHOGGLVFRYHUHGGXULQJJUDYHOH[WUDFWLRQ
LQ  FRQWDLQHG  LQKXPDWLRQV EXULDOV RI PHQ ZRPHQ
and children and four cremations. Most of the burials were
accompanied by artefacts, some very richly furnished.
An extraordinary complex of prehistoric burials and monuments,
dating from c 3600-1500 cal BC, was excavated at Barrow Hills,
Radley, to the east of the Abingdon Causewayed Enclosure in
advance of gravel extraction and housing. Amongst the wide
range of burial types was an important group of early Beaker
burials and rich burials in the ‘Wessex Culture’ tradition.
Gold earrings or hair spools, Beaker
and arrowheads from Barrow 40

0RUHUHFHQWO\A landmark project, in 1993, was the excavation of the
interior of St Nicholas Church, Sevenoaks, Kent. Some 420 graves, dating
from the 11th to 19th centuries, were recorded and lifted. A wide range
RI PDWHULDO LQFOXGLQJ FRIÀQ ZRRG DQG IXUQLWXUH DQG SODQW UHPDLQV
SUREDEO\WKHUHPDLQVRIZUHDWKVDQGDURPDWLFÁRUDOWULEXWHV ZDVDOVR
recovered.
7ZR RI WKH PRVW VLJQLÀFDQW GLVFRYHULHV RQ WKH $ 0  'DUULQJWRQ WR
Dishforth road scheme in Yorkshire were at Ferry Fryston: a richlyfurnished Beaker inhumation grave, and a spectacular Arras culturetype Iron Age burial of a man buried with the corroded remains of a
FKDULRWLQFOXGLQJWKHZKHHOVDQGÀWWLQJV ULJKW 
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A large late Iron Age/early Roman pit found in 2009
on the Weymouth Relief Road, Dorset, had been reused in the 10th century AD for the burial of at least
51 adult male individuals, all decapitated (right).
6NXOOV DQG PDQGLEOHV GLVSOD\HG FXW PDUNV LQÁLFWHG
by a sharp bladed weapon, such as a sword; there was
possible blunt force trauma to the vertebrae of three
skeletons, and two individuals had defensive wounds to the hands. Radiocarbon dates and
LVRWRSHDQDO\VLVLGHQWLI\WKHVHLQGLYLGXDOVDV9LNLQJVIURP$'
3RVWPHGLHYDO FHPHWHULHV At the site of the small non-conformist Swinton Unitarian
Free Church, Manchester, 55 plots were excavated containing some 330 burials spanning
1863 to 1963. Working alongside an exhumation company and building contractors, the
WHDPUHFRYHUHGDQGLGHQWLÀHGLQGLYLGXDOVEXULHGEHIRUH
During the summer of 2013, nearly 400 burials were found at
the site of the 18th-19th-century burial ground of the Radcliffe
,QÀUPDU\2[IRUG OHIW $VVHVVPHQW
has revealed a remarkable
population
with
multiple
amputations, a trepanation, several
craniotomies and a possible murder
victim, alongside a range of diseases
and traumas.
Since 2008 OA has been working for the Commonwealth War Graves Commission to
XQGHUWDNHWKHÀUVWODUJHVFDOHDUFKDHRORJLFDOUHFRYHU\RIFDVXDOWLHVRIWKH*UHDW:DUDW
Pheasant Wood, Fromelles, northern France, in order to re-bury with full military honours
soldiers who had died at the Battle of Fromelles (1916) and had been placed in mass
graves. A team of around 30 traditional archaeologists, osteoarchaeologists, surveyors,
IRUHQVLFDUFKDHRORJLVWVDQGDQWKURSRORJLVWVDVFHQHRIFULPHRIÀFHUDPRUWXDU\PDQDJHU
and a forensic photographer recovered and analysed a total of 250 soldiers and their
DVVRFLDWHGLWHPVDQGWRGDWHVROGLHUVKDYHEHHQLGHQWLÀHGWKURXJK'1$DQDO\VLV
as well as historical, artefactual and anthropological evidence.
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As a registered educational charity, we care about helping people to discover and enjoy
their heritage and we are committed to widening access to archaeology and encouraging
the involvement of community groups in the past of their surroundings. From our creation
we have supported local archaeology groups, have given talks about our projects and
worked with our university departments of continuing education. We have hosted open
days and schools visits and have produced numerous teaching packs and resources.
Community Archaeology projects allow local people to become directly involved in the
preservation, investigation and promotion of their local heritage and we have been involved
with an increasing number of partnership projects with local community groups supported
by the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF). Below are just a few of our community projects.

Volunteers at Maryport

The Roman Settlement Project (2013 - ongoing) is
a community and research excavation at Maryport
on the west coast of Cumbria where scores of
volunteers are helping us to examine the civilian
settlement outside the Roman fort that formed part
of Hadrian’s Wall frontier. (OA North, Hadrian’s
Wall Trust and the Christian Levet Fund)

At Tottington Print Works, Greater Manchester, in 2010, a survey and community
excavation enabled us to expose and research the remains of massive stone-built
foundations for steam engines, stone cisterns, dye becks and extensive fragments of
walls, along with objects such as tallies that bear the company name and tools that would
have been used in the works. (OA North and Bury Council)
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:LQGHUPHUH5HÁHFWLRQVLVDORQJWHUPFRPPXQLW\
project led by OA North on behalf of the National
Trust and the Lake District National Park. A
survey of fulling mills around Lake Windermere
has already been completed, and more recently
volunteers have turned their attention to Neolithic
stone axe factories, Elizabethan lead mines and a
19th/20th-century slate quarry.

The Discovering Dorchester (Oxfordshire) Project
RQJRLQJ  LV H[DPLQLQJ WKH ORQJWHUP
development of this key area of the Thames Valley,
and work has focused on the Neolithic cursus where
it was overlain by a Beaker burial and mound, and in
the south-west of the walled Roman town. (OA South,
the University of Oxford, local people through the
Dorchester Abbey Museum, with HLF funding)

Test-pitting in the grounds of Wimpole Hall, near
Cambridge, is enabling local volunteers to uncover
traces of medieval and post-medieval settlement.
(OA East and the National Trust)

-LJVDZLVDÀYH\HDUFRPPXQLW\DUFKDHRORJ\
project (2011-2016) to help set up new local
community archaeology groups, whose
members will be trained and supported by
OA East’s Jigsaw Community Archaeologists.
Visit us at jigsawcambs.org (OA East,
Cambridgeshire County Council, HLF)
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A Late Saxon Village and Medieval
Manor: Excavations at Botolph
Bridge, Orton Longueville,
Peterborough, 1987 and 1999-2000
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East Anglian Archaeology

We attach great importance to communicating the results of our work to as wide an audience
as possible. From Wallingford: the archaeological implications of development   WR Thames
Holocene (2013), we have published over 180 monographs, reports and ‘popular’ publications,
and many of our articles have appeared in local, county, national and international journals.

Visit our digital library at library.thehumanjourney.net for over 1,000 ‘grey literature’
reports, published reports and research archives.

oxfordarchaeology
Forty years of
Oxford Archaeology!

1973-2013
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